
Week 12: The Golden Calf — Dangers of 
Idolatry 
A Sabbath Family Bible Study 

 

📖 Scripture Reading: Exodus 32:1–35 (KJV) 
With Commentary Throughout 

 

Exodus 32:1 
 “And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the 
people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said… make us gods…” 

Commentary: 
 Impatience opened the door to idolatry. When God’s appointed leader was delayed, the people 
sought visible, controllable “gods.” This reflects the heart of idolatry: a desire to replace God’s 
rule with something tangible and easier to manipulate. It’s not merely about statues—it’s about 
rebellion. 

 

Exodus 32:4 
 “And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool… and 
they said, These be thy gods, O Israel…” 

Commentary: 
 Aaron, under pressure, compromised. He took their gold and shaped a god in their image—a 
calf, resembling the idols of Egypt. Notice the tragedy: the gifts God gave them (gold from 
Egypt) are used to offend Him. Idolatry often involves misusing God’s blessings for selfish or 
worldly purposes. 

 

Exodus 32:5–6 
 “…they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings… and the people 
sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.” 



Commentary: 
 Idolatry often masquerades as worship. The people used religious rituals—sacrifices and 
feasts—but their worship was false. It quickly turned to revelry, immorality, and chaos. When 
man replaces God, order collapses into disorder and moral darkness. 

 

Exodus 32:19–20 
 “And it came to pass… that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses’ anger 
waxed hot…” 

Commentary: 
 Moses, who had just communed with God on the mountain, is outraged. He smashes the 
tablets—not out of petulance, but as a symbolic act: the covenant has already been broken. The 
calf is burned, ground to powder, and scattered. This was a purging of sin—idolatry must be 
utterly destroyed. 

 

Exodus 32:25–28 
 “…then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD’s 
side? let him come unto me…” 

Commentary: 
 When idolatry enters a community or home, a line must be drawn. Moses calls for separation, 
and the sons of Levi respond. Their zeal for God is rewarded later with the priesthood 
(Deuteronomy 33:8–10). True worship requires hard choices—sometimes even confronting 
those closest to us. 

 

Exodus 32:30–33 
 “…Ye have sinned a great sin… peradventure I shall make an atonement for your 
sin.” 

Commentary: 
 Moses intercedes with great sorrow, even offering himself in place of the people. This points 
forward to Christ, the true Mediator who did offer Himself to atone for our idolatry. God forgives, 
but not without consequence. Idolatry always brings judgment unless repented of. 

 

🗣 Discussion Questions for All Ages 
Young Children: 



● What did the people make when they got impatient? 
 

● Why was it wrong to worship a golden calf? 
 

● Who should we worship instead? 
 

Older Children & Teens: 

● Why did the people turn to idols so quickly? 
 

● How can idolatry show up today even if we don’t have statues? 
 

● What should we do if we see something becoming more important than God? 
 

Adults: 

● What are some “golden calves” in modern life? (e.g., entertainment, self, money) 
 

● How can a home guard itself from subtle forms of idolatry? 
 

● What does true repentance from idolatry look like? 
 

 

📜 Psalm Reading 

Psalm 115:4–8 (KJV) 

4 Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. 
 5 They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: 
 6 They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not: 
 7 They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: 
 8 They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them. 

Commentary: 
 This Psalm mocks lifeless idols and warns that those who worship them become spiritually 
numb like them. Idolatry deforms the soul. God alone is living, speaking, and worthy of our 
praise. 

 



🎶 Hymn: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
By Robert Robinson (1758) 

1. 
 Come Thou fount of every blessing, 
 Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 Call for songs of loudest praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
 Sung by flaming tongues above; 
 Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it— 
 Mount of Thy redeeming love. 

2. 
 Here I raise mine Ebenezer; 
 Hither by Thy help I’m come; 
 And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
 Safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 Wandering from the fold of God; 
 He, to rescue me from danger, 
 Interposed His precious blood. 

3. 
 O to grace how great a debtor 
 Daily I’m constrained to be! 
 Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 
 Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it— 
 Prone to leave the God I love; 
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
 Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

🏡 Family Application Points 
1. Identify Hidden Idols: 

 As a family, discuss what things might be taking too much attention—devices, 
entertainment, hobbies, or even good things like school or sports. Confess them and 
commit to putting God first. 
 



2. Reinforce Biblical Worship: 
 Teach your children what true worship looks like: reverent, joyful, obedient, and 
God-centered—not based on feelings, noise, or appearance. 
 

3. Guard Against Impatience: 
 Point out how idolatry often begins when we grow tired of waiting on God. Learn to trust 
His timing—whether in unanswered prayer or slow growth. 
 

4. Destroy the Calf: 
 If something in the home has become a spiritual stumbling block (e.g., inappropriate 
media, addictive habits, rebellious attitudes), make a bold decision to remove it. 
 

5. Renew Devotion Daily: 
 Set apart time each day for family worship or private devotion. Like Moses interceded 
for Israel, fathers must stand in the gap and lead their homes in repentance and 
renewal. 
 

 

🙏 Closing Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we confess that our hearts are prone to wander and chase after false gods. 
Forgive us for the golden calves we have tolerated or even shaped with our own hands. 
Cleanse our home of every idol and make us a family that worships You in spirit and in truth. 
Give us the discernment to see where idolatry hides and the courage to cast it down. May we 
follow Your Son, the true Mediator, who gave Himself to redeem us. Let our hearts be sealed to 
You, and may our home be Your sanctuary. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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